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(54) Spread spectrum communication system for mobile system with synchronisation code 



(57) In base station side equipment, a control chan- 
nel for transmitting control information and a communi- 
cation channel for transmitting information to each mo- 
bile station are spread with different synchronizing 
codes before being superposed by operating a switch 
to switch the output of an adder over to the output of a 
synchronizing code generator. Further, a synchronizing 
code is periodically inserted in a signal by one symbol 
length and the signal is transmitted over the superposed 
channel. In a plurality of base station side equipment, 
moreover, the synchronizing code and its transmission 
period are equal and the transmission timing is asyn- 
chronous and independent. A synchronizing correlator 
in mobile station side equipment obtains the correlation 
value of the whole chip phase in a synchronizing code 
transmission period using the synchronizing code and 
decides a base station which is transmitting the synch ro- 
nizing code at the greatest correlating peak position to 
the closest one and further extracts symbol timing from 
the peak position. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a spectrum spread 
communication system for used in a digital automobile 
telephone system, a digital cellular telephone system, 
personal communication services (PCS) and the like. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

A spectrum spread communication system is a 
transmission system in which information is transmitted 
to be spread into a sufficiently wide band in comparison 
with minimum necessary bad width. Further, this system 
is a communication system having excellent conversa- 
tional secrecy, official secrecy and non-interference. A 
direct spread (DS) system is a spectrum spread com- 
munication system in which information is directly mul- 
tiplied by a spread code. 

In a cellular radio communication system such as 
an automobile telephone, a cellular telephone and the 
like, an FDMA (Frequency Division Multiple Access) 
system, a TDM A (Time Division Multiple Access) sys- 
tem and the like are known as multi-dimensional access 
technology when a plurality of stations simultaneously 
communicate with one another in the same frequency 
zone. A CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) system 
using the spectrum spread communication system is 
advantageous in that high efficiency of frequency utili- 
zation can be obtained in comparison with any other 
technology and that more users are accommodatable. 

In the CDMA system, it is effective to use codes hav- 
ing higher orthogonality as spread codes to increase ca- 
pacity. However, Walsh codes and orthogonal Gold 
codes are known as those having high orthogonality but 
the number of them is limited to the same number of 
code lengths. Therefore, in order to secure the number 
of spread codes to be allotted to users, U.S. Patent 
5,103,459 discloses to combine short codes the period 
of which is equal to the symbol length of information and 
long codes the period of which is greater than the former 
to be used. In this case, a long code used at one base 
station is one code in the forward link, and different long 
codes are allocated to respective base stations. Accord- 
ingly, the orthogonality of the whole user within the same 
cell can be maintained, and since a signal in any other 
cell is spread with a different long code, the signal is 
become noise to thereby suppress interference. In such 
a system using the long code, the mobile station is re- 
quired to acquire and hold long code synchronization to 
keep in communication. 

In the cellular system, when the power supply of the 
mobile station is turned on, when the commun ication be- 
tween the mobile station and the base station is broken, 
or when the mobile station conducts a handover to spec- 
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ify a base station to be switched for changing the base 
station to be communicated from one to another accom- 
panying with its position change during communication, 
the mobile station has to specify which base station is 
5 closest at present and is under best condition to com- 
municate. 

In the cellular system using the CDMA system, U. 
S. Patent discloses a conventional method to conduct 
long code synchronization and a call range decision, in 
io which all of the base stations offset the pilot channel 
spread with the same long code and transmit the offset 
pilot channel so as not to be consistent with the phase 
(timing) of a spread code, and the mobile station correl- 
atively detects the whole phase of spread code of the 
15 received pilot channel so as to specify a base station 
with the phase at the highest correlation value as the 
closest one. However, it is required in this system that 
synchronization has been obtained between the base 
stations, and it is necessary to distribute timing as a ref- 
20 erence at the whole base stations. Moreover, the phase 
of a selectable long code is restricted and when the 
number of base stations is increased, the offset of a 
base station to be newly installed has to be selected so 
as to prevent overlapping in consideration of the long 
code offset values of the surrounding base stations and 
installation design becomes necessitated. Accordingly, 
this system is not fit for an inter-cell asynchronous sys- 
tem wherein installation design is unnecessary and 
wherein installation of new base stations can be dealt 
with flexibly in view of an increase in traffic and so forth. 

Since the aforementioned conventional system is 
intended to acquire initial synchronization using the pilot 
channel superposed on any other user channel, more 
integration time is required when the correlation of the 
pilot channel is detected in order to not only suppress 
the interference component derived from other users 
but also raise the reliability of the correlation value. Con- 
sequently, time required for the initial synchronization is 
increased. Although it may be attempted to shorten the 
time required for the initial synchronization by increasing 
the power of the pilot channel, the pilot channel tends 
to interfere with other channels often and thus commu- 
nication quality is deteriorated. 



It is an object of the present invention to provided a 
spectrum spread communication system in which a mo- 
bile station quickly obtains initial synchronization and 
50 makes a call range decision so as to be capable of ac- 
quiring long code synchronization even in the CDMA 
system which does not need no inter-cell synchroniza- 
tion. 

A spectrum spread communication system accord- 
55 jng to the present invention comprises: a plurality of 
base stations and a plurality of mobile stations having 
communication means using a direct spread CDMA 
(Code Division Multiple Access) method as a multi-di- 
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mensional access method, the base station having syn- 
chronizing code transmission means for periodically 
transmitting a synchronizing code with a specific spread 
code the length of which is integer times as great as 
transmission symbol length as the synchronizing code, 
the mobile station having means for acquiring symbol 
synchronization of the base station by detecting the cor- 
relation of the synchronizing code. 

According to the present invention, since the syn- 
chronizing code transmission section is not transmitted 
to other channels, no interference to the synchronizing 
code occurs in the cell and integration time can be short- 
ened when the mobile station detects the correlation 
with the effect of making possible the quick acquisition 
of symbol synchronization. Since the synchronizing 
code is prevented from interfering any other channel like 
wise, transmission power is increasable with the effect 
of also making possible the quick acquisition of symbol 
synchronization. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the configura- 
tion of a spectrum spread communication system 
according to embodiments 1 , 2, 3 and 4 of the in- 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating channel arrangement 
in a forward link according to the embodiment 1 of 
the invention; 

Fig. 3 is a transmission waveform chart at a base 
station according to the embodiment 1 of the inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 4 is a correlative output waveform chart by the 
synchronizing code of a received signal at a mobile 
station according to the embodiment 1 of the inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 5 is a conceptual drawing of a multipath accord- 
ing to the embodiment 1 of the invention; 
Fig. 6 is a correlative output waveform chart in a 
propagation multipath according to the embodiment 
1 of the invention; 

Fig. 7 is an arrangement of the base station and the 
mobile station explanatory of the operation of de- 
ciding a call range according to embodiment 2 of 
the invention; 

Fig. 8 is a correlative output waveform chart by the 
synchronizing code of a received signal at a mobile 
station shown in Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a base-band 
processing unit at a base station according to em- 
bodiment 4 of the invention; and 
Fig. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a reception 
base-band processing unit at the base station ac- 
cording to the embodiment 4 of the invention. 



PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will 
be described as follow by reference to the accompany- 
5 ing drawings. 

Embodiment 1 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of a 

io spectrum spread communication system as a first em- 
bodiment of the invention. In Fig. 1, reference numeral 
1 denotes a base station side equipment 1 ; and 2, a mo- 
bile station side equipment 2. As the base station simul- 
taneously holds communication with a plurality of mobile 

15 stations in a cellular system, the base station side equip- 
ment 1 is provided with a plurality of base-band process- 
ing units 3 corresponding to a maximum number of mo- 
bile stations with which the base station can communi- 
cates. Further, reference numeral 4 denotes transmis- 

20 sion data to be transferred to a mobile station. When the 
data is input to the base-band processing unit 3, encod- 
ing, frame assembling and a spread process using 
spread codes different for each mobile station are car- 
ried out and the results are input to an adder 5. The 

25 adder 5 adds up outputs from a plurality of base-band 
processing units 3 and forward the added result to a 
switch 7. Further, reference numeral 6 denotes a syn- 
chronizing code generator 6 for supplying a synchroniz- 
ing code to the switch 7. The switch 7 changes the out- 

30 put of the adder 5 to the output of synchronizing code 
generator 6 and vice versa and supplies one of the out- 
puts thereof to a transmission RF unit 8. The transmis- 
sion RF unit 8 subjects the input to modulation, frequen- 
cy conversion and amplification, and then transmits the 

35 result to a radio propagation path from an antenna 9. At 
the time of reception, the antenna 9 receives signals 
having been superposed in the radio propagation path 
from the plurality of mobile stations, and supplies the 
signal to a reception RF unit 10. The reception RF unit 

40 1 o subjects the superposed received signal to frequen- 
cy conversion, an AGC process and demodulation, and 
then supplies the result to the plurality of base-band 
processing units 3. Each base-band processing unit 3 
selects the signal addressed to itself from the outputs of 

^5 the reception RF unit 10 by performing a correlation 
process using spread codes different for each mobile 
station and further subjects the signal to detection, 
RAKE synthesis and decoding so as to obtain reception 
data 11. 

so On the other hand, the mobile station side equip- 
ment 2 is provided with a transmission base-band unit 
13 for subjecting transmission data 12 to encoding, 
frame assembling and the spread process using the 
spread codes different for each mobile station, and the 

55 result is input to a transmission RF unit 14. The transr 
mission RF unit subjects the input to modulation, fre- 
quency conversion and amplification and transmits the 
result to the radio propagation path from an antenna 1 5. 
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At the time of reception, the antenna 1 5 receives signals 
from the base station and supplies the signal to a recep- 
tion RF unit 16. The reception RF unit 16 subjects the 
superposed zeroed received signal to frequency con- 
version, the AGC process and demodulation, and then 
supplies the result to a synchronizing correlator 17 and 
a reception base-band processing unit 18. The synchro- 
nizing correlator 17 detects a correlation value in the 
whole chip phase of the received signal using a synchro- 
nizing code or the spread code addressed to itself, and 
then supplies the detected result to a synchronizing cir- 
cuit 19, a delay profile detection circuit 20 and a phase 
estimation circuit 21. The synchronizing circuit 19 de- 
tects the symbol timing of the received signal from the 
input, and supply the detected result to the reception 
base-band processing unit 18. Further, the delay profile 
detection circuit 20 detects the delay profile of the radio 
propagation path from the input, and supplies the de- 
tected result to the reception base-band processing unit 
18. Moreover, the phase estimation circuit 21 detects 
the phase angle of the carrier of each delay wave com- 
ponent of the delay profile from the received signal, and 
supplies the detected result to the reception base-band 
processing unit 18. The reception base-band process- 
ing unit 18 separates the signal addressed to itself on a 
delay wave component basis by performing the corre- 
lation process using the spread codes different for each 
mobile station from the reception RF unit 16, and makes 
wave detection using the separated result and the out- 
put from the phase estimation circuit 21 , and further per- 
forms not only RAKE synthesis for synthesizing the de- 
lay wave components but also decoding so as to obtain 
reception data 22. 

A description will subsequently be given of the op- 
eration when the initial synchronization is acquired with 
the above-described arrangement. As shown in Fig. 2, 
by switching the switch 7 in the base station side equip- 
ment 1, a control channel 23 for transmitting control in- 
formation and a communication channel 24 for transmit- 
ting information to each mobile station are spread with 
different spread codes and the diffused results are su- 
perposed. Further, a synchronizing code 25 having a 
length of one symbol is periodically inserted in a trans- 
mission signal. In an example as shown in Fig. 2, the 
spread codes of the control channel 23 and the commu- 
nication channel 24 each include common long codes 
and different short codes added to the former, whereas 
the synchronizing code 25 employs one of the short 
codes. Therefore, as shown in Fig. 3, the time waveform 
of the superposed signal has a constant amplitude in a 
synchronizing code transmission section and a random 
amplitude in a section other than the synchronizing code 
transmission section because the channels of the 
spread codes different from each other are superposed. 

When the mobile station side equipment 2 acquires 
the initial synchronization with respect to the aforemen- 
tioned signal, the synchronizing correlator 17 detects 
the correlation value of the whole chip phase with re- 



spect to the synchronizing code. A matched filter, a slid- 
ing correlator or the like is used as the synchronizing 
correlator 17. The correlation value is maximized when 
the chip phase of the received signal coincides with that 
s of the spread code for detecting the correlation. There- 
fore, as shown in Fig. 4, a sharp auto-correlation peak 
26 appears in the output of the synchronizing correlator 
17 in every synchronizing code transmission period. 
Any interference due to the correlation ol other channels 

10 does not occurs in a multipath environment because no 
other channels exist in the synchronizing code transmis- 
sion section within a cell. Accordingly, a highly reliable 
correlation value corresponding to one symbol is obtain- 
able in view of extracting timing. Since the synchronizing 

15 code is prevented from interfering with other channels, 
moreover, the reliability is made improvable further by 
setting the transmission power of the synchronizing 
code greater than power per one other channel. When 
interference with another cell in the synchronizing code 

20 transmission section is taken into consideration, the 
transmission power of the synchronizing code can be 
increased up to the sum of power of other channels out- 
side the synchronizing code transmission section. How- 
ever, in order to minimize the interference by another 

25 cell as much as possible, it is preferred to suppress the 
transmission power of the synchronizing code up to the 
lowest level at which reliability for extracting the timing 
with the correlation of one symbol is securable. The syn- 
chronizing circuit 1 9 regards the position where the peak 

30 of the correlator output appears as the symbol timing so 
as to acquire and hold symbol synchronization, and sup- 
plies the symbol timing to the reception base-band 
processing unit 18. The reception base-band process- 
ing unit 1 8 uses the symbol timing supplied from the syn- 

35 chronizing circuit 19 to perform the correlation process 
with the spread code used for the spread of the channel 
employed for reception. In order to hold the synchroni- 
zation, not only the synchronizing code but also the cor- 
relation value of the spread code used for the spread of 

40 the channel received in any section other than the syn- 
chronizing code transmission section. In this case, reli- 
ability is securable by subjecting the correlation value to 
plural symbol integration in each chip phase, because 
the power of the correlation peak per one symbol is 

45 small and interference within the eel! exists. 

Next, the operation of the mobile station when data 
is decoded will be described as follows. A mobile com- 
munication environment is such that, as shown in Fig. 
5, a transmission multipath is created because of dif- 

50 fraction, reflection and the like. In the direct spread CD- 
MA, since each delay wave component 27 constituting 
the multipulse has a different delay time, it appears as 
the peak having a peak corresponding to its power as 
shown in Fig. 6 by the correlation process of the spread 

55 code. In the CDMA, the signal versus interference pow- 
er cost is raised by synthesizing the delay wave compo- 
nents thus separated, and diversity reception with re- 
spect to fading which fluctuates independently of the de- 



7 



EP 0 795 971 A2 



8 



lay wave is attained, whereby communication quality is 
improved. This is called RAKE synthesis. The delay pro- 
file detection circuit 20 detects the position and size of 
the delay wave with respect to the output of the synchro- 
nizing correlator 17, and supplies the detected resutts 
to the reception base-band processing unit 18. Delay 
profile detection with accuracy is made possible even in 
this case by using the correlation value of the synchro- 
nizing code. As the correlation value, not only the syn- 
chronizing code but also the correlation value of the 
spread code used for the spread of the channel em- 
ployed for reception in any section is used other than 
the synchronizing code transmission section. 

When a phase modulation system and synchroniz- 
ing detection are used as a modulation and a detection 
system, respectively, an absolute phase of each delay 
wave is required to be obtained by the reception side 
because the phase angle of rotation of the carrier is kept 
independent on a delay wave basis. The phase estima- 
tion circuit 21 estimates the phase angle of each delay 
wave with respect to the output of the synchronizing cor- 
relator 17. Since the polarity of the synchronizing code 
is fixed, accurate phase estimation is made possible by 
obtaining the phase angle of the synchronizing code 
portion. 

The reception base-band processing unit 18 uses 
the timing of each delay wave supplied from the delay 
profile detection circuit 20 to perform the correlation 
process on a delay wave basis and the synchronizing 
detection by means of the phase angle of each delay 
wave supplied from the phase estimation circuit 21 , and 
make RAKE synthesis by synthesizing the correlation 
values after the synchronizing detection. 

As set forth above, according to the first embodi- 
ment of the invention, the correlation value of the syn- 
chronizing code is used by the mobile station by period- 
ically inserting the synchronizing code with a length of 
one symbol in the transmission signal, whereby the 
symbol synchronization can be acquired at high speed. 
Moreover, accurate delay profile detection and accurate 
phase estimation are also possible. 

Embodiment 2 

A spectrum spread communication system as a 
second embodiment of the invention is similar to the first 
embodiment as shown in Fig. 1 except the processing 
method which is different from the first embodiment. A 
plurality of base stations according to this embodiment 
of the invention employ the same spread code as a syn- 
chronizing code with the same synchronizing code 
transmission period, synchronizing code transmission 
timing being independently asynchronous at each base 
station. 

The operation when power is supplied to a mobile 
station PS in such an environment as shown in Fig. 7 
will be described. The syhchronizing correlator 17 ob- 
tains the correlation value of a synchronizing code with 



respect to the whole chip phase in the synchronizing 
code transmission period and supplies the result to the 
synchronizing circuit 19. Since the synchronizing code 
and the synchronizing code transmission period of the 
s whole base station are the same, an auto-correlation 
peak resulting from the synchronizing code from the 
base stations (BS A, BS B, BS C, BS D. BS F, BS E) in 
the proximity of the mobile station PS appears at the 
output of the correlator in the synchronizing code trans- 
it mission period as shown in Fig. 8. Since the synchro- 
nizing code transmission timing of each base station is 
independent, if a synchronizing code transmission peri- 
od is set greater to a certain extent, it can be ignored in 
view of probability that the different kinds of synchroniz- 
es jng code transmission timing of any tow base stations 
coincide with each other within one chip, that is, the au- 
to-correlation peaks of any two base stations are over- 
lapped. In the case as shown in Fig. 8, the power re- 
ceived from a base station BS C which is closest to a 
20 mobiie station PS becomes greatest. Accordingly, the 
synchronizing circuit 19 decides that the base station 
BS C which transmits a synchronizing code at timing 
with the highest peak out of the auto-correlation peaks 
is the closest base station. Then, the synchronizing cir- 
25 cuit 1 9 carries out symbol synchronization as in the first 
embodiment of the invention with the timing at this peak 
as symbol timing. 

As set forth above, according to the second embod- 
iment of the invention, the synchronizing code and the 
30 synchronizing code transmission period of the whole 
base stations are made equal, and the synchronizing 
code transmission timing of the whole base stations are 
made independently asynchronous. Accordingly, it is 
possible to quickly conduct a call range decision by se- 
35 lecting the highest peak out of the correlation values 
within the synchronizing code transmission period in a 
mobile station. Moreover, even in a system in which the 
timing synchronization is performed among the base 
stations, the synchronizing code transmission sections 
40 are set so as not to be overlapped at the base stations 
situated close to each other, thereby obtaining the same 
effect. 

Embodiment 3 

45 

A spectrum spread communication system accord- 
ing to a third embodiment of the invention is similar to 
the first embodiment as shown in Fig. 1 except the 
processing method which is different from the first em- 

50 bodiment. The channel construction of the down trans- 
mission line of the base station is similar to what is 
shown in Fig. 2. In all of base stations according to the 
present embodiment, the same spread code is used as 
a synchronizing code having the same code transmis- 

55 sion period, and the synchronizing code transmission 
timing is asynchronous at each station. As a long code 
used by a base station for transmission, moreover, one 
base station uses only one kind of long code for trans- 
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mission, and different ones are allocated to the base sta- 
tions situated close to each other. Further, a long code 
length conforms to a synchronizing code transmission 
period, and the leading end of the long code conforms 
to the transmission position of the synchronizing code, s 
Moreover, all kinds of long codes and short codes of 
control channels that are allocated to base stations are 
those which have been made known. 

With the above arrangement, since the method of 
making a decision on the call range when power is sup- io 
plied to a mobile station and a symbol synchronizing 
method are similar to those in the second embodiment, 
a description will be given of the operation when long 
code synchronization is acquired after the symbol syn- 
chronization is acquired and when data in the control 15 
channel 23 of Fig. 2 is received. 

The length and leading end position of the long code 
correspond to the synchronizing code transmission pe- 
riod and a synchronizing code transmission position, re- 
spectively Accordingly, a mobile station is already in 20 
possession of the timing of long code when the symbol 
synchronization is acquired. Therefore, the acquisition 
of the long code is completed if the kind of long code 
used at the base station is specified. The synchronizing 
circuit 19 in the mobile station obtains the correlation 25 
value of a code resulting from adding up the short code 
of the control channel and the whole long code allocated 
to the base station by using the timing obtained from the 
correlation value of the synchronizing code. Then, the 
synchronizing circuit 19 decides a long code with the 30 
maximized correlation value to be the long code used 
at the base station and further notifies the reception 
base-band processing unit 18 of the long code thus de- 
cided. The reception base-band processing unit 18 then 
obtains reception data by performing correlation proc- 35 
ess, detection, RAKE synthesis and decoding by using 
the long code thus notified. 

As set forth above, in the third embodiment, one 
kind of long code is used by one base station as the long 
code used by the base station for transmission, and dif- 40 
ferent ones are allocated to the base stations situated 
close to each other. Further, it is also arranged to make 
long code length conform to the synchronizing code 
transmission period and make the leading end of the 
long code conform to the synchronizing code transmis- 45 
sion position. Moreover, all kinds of long codes and short 
codes of control channels that are allocated to base sta- 
tions are those which have been made known. Correla- 
tion detection of the whole long code allocated to the 
base station is made by using the synchronizing code so 
transmission period and timing obtained by making the 
correlation detection of the synchronizing code. The 
long code with the maximized correlation value is decid- 
ed to the long code of the base station to acquire the 
long code synchronization, whereby the long code syn- 55 
chronization can be acquired even in an inter-cell asyn- 
chronous system without requiring any installation de- 
sign. Moreover, acquisition of long code synchronization 



is possible likewise even in an inter-cell synchronizing 
system for carrying out inter-ceil timing synchronization. 

Embodiemnt 4 

A spectrum spread communication system in a 
fourth embodiment of the invention is similar to the first 
embodiment as shown in Fig. 1 except the method of 
transmitting-receiving intormation in the forward link us- 
ing a communication channel which is different from the 
first embodiment. Fig. 9 shows the structure of the base- 
band processing unit 3 of the base station side equip- 
ment 1 in Fig. 1 , and Fig. 1 0 shows the structure of the 
reception base-band processing unit 18 of the mobile 
station side equipment 2 in Fig. 1. As shown in Fig. 9, 
the base-band processing unit 3 has a transmission 
base-band unit 28 and a reception base-band process- 
ing unit 29. In the transmission base-band unit 28, trans- 
mission data 30 is convolutionally encoded into an error 
correcting code in a convolutional encoder 31 . the tem- 
poral ordering of data string is replaced in an interleave 
circuit 32 and the spread process is performed with the 
spread code allocated by a diffuser 33, so that data is 
supplied to the adder 5 of Fig. 1 . On the other hand, the 
reception base-band processing unit 29 receives a sig- 
nal received from the reception RF unit 10 and outputs 
reception data 35. 

In the reception base-band processing unit 1 8 of the 
mobile station side equipment, a correlator 37 subjects, 
as shown in Fig. 10, the signal 36 received from the re- 
ception RF unit 16 to the correlation process using the 
same spread code as the spread code used in the dif- 
fuser 33 of the base station side equipment. Further, a 
deinterleave circuit 38 restores to the original condition 
the time order of data replaced in the interleave circuit 
32 of the base station side equipment. A punctured Vi- 
terbi decoder 39 decodes convolutional codes so as to 
obtain reception data 40. 

With the arrangement above, since the operation of 
acquiring the initial synchronization is the same as in the 
first embodiment of the invention, a description will be 
given of a method of transmitting/receiving information 
in the forward link using the communication channel af- 
ter the acquisition of the initial synchronization. Redun- 
dancy is added by the convolutional encoder 31 to the 
transmission data 30. As shown in Fig. 2. the data orig- 
inally intended for transmission is not transmitted in the 
synchronizing code transmission section, because the 
synchronizing code is transmitted by switching the data 
originally intended for transmission by means of the 
switch 7 of Fig. 1 . Therefore, the redundancy of the con- 
volutional code is reduced by the number of synchroniz- 
ing code transmission symbols but this can be consid- 
ered a punctured convolutional code. The punctured 
code is normally used to adjusting the number of data 
(coding ratio) before and after coding the error correct- 
ing code, which is obtained by removing a suitable 
number of redundant sequences form the data after 
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original coding. Although the redundancy reduction 
through the above process depends on the synchroniz- 
ing code transmission period and the synchronizing 
code section, it is approximately 1 - 6 symbols in the 
synchronizing code section, and it can be almost disre- 
garded by setting the synchronizing code transmission 
period, that is, the long code period sufficiently greater. 

The synchronizing code position of the received sig- 
nal 36 from the reception RF unit 16 has been known to 
the punctured Viterbi decoder 39 of the reception base- 10 1 
band processing unit 18 of the mobile station. Accord- 
ingly, the punctured Viterbi decoding without using the 
received signal in the synchronizing code section is per- 
formed to decode the received data. 

When the data transmitted to each mobile station 15 
from the base station is of frame structure, since the syn- 
chronizing code section differs according to the base 
station, handover is effected by switching the base sta- 
tion from one to another as the position of the mobile 
station changes so as to switch the relative position in 20 
the frame of the synchronizing code section each time 
the base station is switched over in the inter-cell asyn- 
chronous system. The aforementioned case can be 
dealt with relatively simply by only altering a section 
which is not to be used as the received signal in the 2s 2 
punctured Viterbi decoder 39. Thus the decoding proc- 
ess can be performed without increasing the complexity 
thereot. 

As set forth above, according to the fourth embod- 
iment of the invention, the base station is provided with 30 
the error correcting coding means with respect to the 
information transmitted to the plurality of mobile stations 
and means of transmitting the synchronizing code by re- 
placing part of the data that has been subjected to the 
error correcting coding, whereas the mobile station is 35 
provided with means of effecting punctured decoding 
without using the received data corresponding to the 
synchronizing code transmission section for decoding 
with respect to the received error correcting code. Thus 
the data transmitted to each mobile station from the 40 
base station is of frame structure and even when the 
frame liming is independent among the mobile stations 
and even when the relative position with respect to the 
frame of the synchronizing code differs according to the 
mobile station, the decoding process can be performed 45 
without increasing the complexity thereof. 

As set forth above, the synchronizing code is peri- 
odically transmitted and the synchronizing code trans- 
mission period and the long code synchronization are 
equalized and further the synchronizing code transmis- so 
sion position and the leading end of the long code are 
made to conform to each other. The mobile station ob- 
tains the correlation value with respect to the whole 
phase in the synchronizing code transmission period so 
as to acquire the long code synchronization by making 55 
the call range decision and the symbol synchronization 
from the phase with the greatest correlation value, 
whereby the symbol synchronization and the call range 



decision can be made quickly. Even in the inter-cell 
asynchronous system wherein installation design is un- 
necessary and the cell recognition is carried out with the 
long code synchronization, the long code synchroniza- 
5 tion can be acquired. 



Claims 

A spectrum spread communication system com- 
prising: 

a plurality of base stations and a plurality of 
mobile stations having communication means using 
a direct spread CDMA (Code Division Multiple Ac- 
cess) method as a multi-dimensional access meth- 
od, said base station having synchronizing code 
transmission means for periodically transmitting a 
synchronizing code with a specific spread code the 
length of which is integer times as great as trans- 
mission symbol length as the synchronizing code, 
said mobile station having means for acquiring sym- 
bol synchronization of the base station by detecting 
the correlation of the synchronizing code. 

A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein kinds of synchronizing 
codes and transmission frequencies of all said base 
stations are equalized, and each base station trans- 
mits the synchronizing code at independent timing; 
and 

further wherein said mobile station detects the 
correlation of the synchronizing code over the 
whole phase of the synchronizing code transmis- 
sion period to decide the closest base station which 
transmits the synchronizing code whose correlation 
value has the highest phase. 

3. A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein kinds of synchronizing 
codes and transmission frequencies of all said base 
stations are equalized and synchronizing code 
transmission sections are prevented from being 
overlapped at adjoining base stations; and 

further wherein said mobile station detects the 
correlation of the synchronizing code over the 
whole phase of the synchronizing code transmis- 
sion period to decide the cbsest base station which 
transmits the synchronizing code whose correlation 
value has the highest phase. 

4. A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the base station em- 
ploys a combination of a short code whose symbol 
length is equal to code length and a long code 
whose period is longer than that of the short code- 
as a spread code for use in a channel for transmit- 
ting information and a control signal to the mobile 
station, the synchronizing code transmission period 
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being equal to the long code period, the synchro- 
nizing code conforming to the leading end of the 
long code; and 

further wherein said mobile station uses the 
synchronizing code transmission period and timing s 
obtained by detecting the correlation of the synchro- 
nizing code to acquire long code synchronization. 

A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 4, wherein kinds of synchronizing io 
codes and transmission frequencies of all said base 
stations are equalized, a long code which is differ- 
ent from the long code allocated to an adjacent base 
station is allocated to a base station; and 

further wherein said mobile station detects the is 
correlation of the synchronizing code over the 
whole phase of the synchronizing code transmis- 
sion period to decide the closest base station which 
transmitting the synchronizing code whose correla- 
tion value has the highest phase, uses the synchro- 20 
nizing code transmission period and timing ob- 
tained by detecting the correlation of the synchro- 
nizing code to detect the correlation of the whole 
long code allocated to the base station, and ac- 
quires long code synchronization by deciding a long 25 
code with the greatest correlation value to be the 
long code of the closest base station. 

A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 4, wherein kinds of synchronizing 30 
codes and transmission frequencies of all base sta- 
tions are equalized, and synchronizing code trans- 
mission sections are prevented from being over- 
lapped at adjoining base stations; and 

further wherein said mobile station detects the 35 
correlation of the synchronizing code over the 
whole phase of the synchronizing code transmis- 
sion period to decide the closest base which trans- 
mits the synchronizing code whose correlation val- 
ue has the highest phase, uses the synchronizing 40 
code transmission period and timing obtained by 
detecting the correlation of the synchronizing code 
to detect the correlation of the whole long code al- 
located to the base station, and acquires long code 
synchronization by deciding a long code with the 45 
greatest correlation value to be the long code of the 
closest base station. 

A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said mobile station has so 
means for obtaining the delay profile of a propaga- 
tion path between said mobile station and said base 
station by detecting the correlation value of the 
whole chip phase in the synchronizing code. 

55 

A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein said mobile station has 
means for detecting the phase angle of the propa- 



gation path of the received signal by using the result 
of detection of the correlation of the synchronizing 
code. 

9. A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 4, wherein said base station has 
means lor effecting error correcting coding with re- 
spect to the information transmitted to the plurality 
ol base stations and means for replacing and trans- 
mitting the synchronizing code with part of data after 
the error correcting coding; and 

further wherein said mobile station has means 
for decoding the received error correcting code. 

10. A spectrum spread communication system as 
claimed in claim 9, wherein said mobile station ef- 
fects punctured decoding without using the re- 
ceived data corresponding to the synchronizing 
code transmission section for decoding. 
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FIG. 6 
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